DISCIPLESHIP: MATURING!

FRUIT

In our study on ‘GLORY’ we've seen how we've been appointed to live and take possession of our inheritance, all for the purpose of glorifying our God. We also looked very briefly at the command to glorify him in our bodies. Now by his grace, we'll look at these in more detail, beginning with fruit-bearing.
Within the scriptures there are many different types of personal fruit-bearing mentioned. We're told that the type we bear, good or bad, shows what life force, for want of a better term, which is flowing through us. The fruit that is showing in our lives is irrefutable evidence of who is in control in our lives. (Matt.7:15-20, Luk.6:43-45) This principle applies to every form of fruit we will cover in this tract, come study.

Now, if we would only come to terms with the greatness of the fruit of our spiritual labours in sowing and watering the Word and of reaping the harvest, our enthusiasm would be unbounded. (Dan.l2:3, Matt.13:44-46, Jh.4:36)
The spiritual children we bear very often show clearly which god we actually follow and serve. (1Cor.3:10-15, 1Pet.4:12-16, Job 23:8-10, 2Tim.3:1-5 & 4:3-4, Heb.l2:7-8)
Sadly, one type of fruit often overlooked, is the fruit of our labours with regard to the ordinary, humdrum work involved in earning a living.  Yet it is so very important in our God’s eyes. (Col.3:22-24, Eph.6:5-8, 1Tim.6:1-2, 1Pet.2:18-20)
Another type, which is very neglected, is the fruit of our lips, i.e. the words of our mouths. Not many of us seem to take the words of Jesus, recorded in Matt.12:33-37, very seriously.  We must surely also remember Heb.l3:15, Jas.3:10-11, Matt.21:14-16 & 11:25.
Again, a fruit, which we are commanded to bear, and which is rarely, if ever mentioned, is the fruit, or fruits, of righteousness. Yet right from the beginning it was preached as being essential by Jesus and the apostles. (Matt.5:20, Eph.5:9, Phil.1:9-11, & 2:14-15, Is.3:10, Pro.ll:30, 1Jh.3:7-8)
Still another type, which is nearly unheard of among Christians now, is the very vital fruit of repentance.  (Luk.3:8-9, Acts 26:20)
Finally, we come to the real clincher, the very beautiful fruit of the Spirit within us. (Gal.5:22-23, 2Pet.1:3-11, 2Cor.7:1, Rom.8:13, Ps.92:12-15, Ezek.47:6-12)
Here, it is essential to remember that there are certain conditions laid out in the Word, which must be met, before we can bear good fruit, of any type, and these are laid out very clearly in the Word. (Jh.l5:1-7 & 12:24-26, Rom.6:11, Gal.2:20, Ps.l:1-3, Matt.l3:23, Acts 17:11)
And, of course, the purpose of our bearing good fruit in the first place, is that God may be glorified in us. It is so important to remember this at all times, so that we may not rob him of what is rightfully his (Jh.l5:8, Matt.5:16, Is.42:8 & 48:11), because, a harvest of good fruit is re​quired of us by the Lord. (Luk.l3:6-9, Jh.l5:16, Matt 25:14-30)
The lack of good fruit brings his anger (Matt. 21:18-19, Heb.6:7-8, Matt.13:22), and in the final analysis, we are judged according to our fruitfulness, or lack of it. (Matt.25:31-46, Jer.l7:10 & 32:19, Pro.24:12, 1Pet.l:17, 2Cor.5:10, Rev.20:12, Rev.22:12, Is.5:1-7)
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